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AN ACT concerning m dw ves.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the

Certified Professional Mdw fe Licensure Act.

Section 5. Findings and purpose. This Act is intended
to establish a licensing procedure for Certified Professional
Mdw ves in [Illinois. The General Assenbly finds and
decl ar es:

(1) There 1is broad and substantial support anpbng
the citizens of the State of Illinois for allow ng access
to Certified Professional Mdw fery services for those
parents who choose the option of out-of-hospital birth.

(2) Certified Pr of essi onal M dw fery services
shoul d be avail able to everyone.

(3) The intent of this Act 1is to encourage and
enable the practice of Certified Professional M dw ves
for the benefit of nothers, babies, and famlies in the
State of Illinois.

(4) Birthis a normal and healthy event in the life
of a woman and her famly and has physical, enotional,
spiritual, and social dinensions.

(5 The Mdwifery Mdel of Care is fundanentally
different than the Medical Maternity Model of Care.

(6) Certified Professional M dw ves apply t he
Mdw fery Mdel of Care to provide sound care for
bi rt hing women in out - of - hospi t al settings. The
application of this wonman-centered nodel of care has been
proven to reduce the incidence of birth injury, traum

and cesarean section.
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Section 10. Definitions. As used in this Act:

"Certified Professional Mdw fe" neans a person who has
met the standards for certification set by the North American
Regi stry of Mdw ves or its successor and has been awarded
this credential.

"Council" means the Certified Professional Mdw fery
Counci | .

"Licensed mdw fe" neans a person who is |icensed under
this Act.

"Department” nmeans the Department of Public Health.

"Director"” nmeans the Director of Public Health.

"North Anerican Registry of Mdw ves"” or "NARM neans the
i nternational agency, or its successor, that has established
and has continued to admnister certification for the
credential of Certified Professional Mdw fe (CPM.

"Mdw fery" neans the provision of care, support, and
education to wonen and their famlies during the chil dbearing
cycle, including antepartum intrapartum and postpartum care
for wonen; newborn assessnent, care of newborns, and referra
for pediatric care; and well-woman gynecology and famly
pl anni ng. \When needed, this care occurs in consultation with
and referral to nenbers of the health care system

"Consultation” nmeans the process whereby a Certified
Professional Mdw fe seeks the advice or opinion of a
physi ci an or anot her nenber of the health care team

"Referral ™ means t he process whereby a Certified
Professional Mdwife directs the client to a physician or
anot her heal th care professional for nmanagenent of a
particul ar problem or aspect of the client's care.

"Peer review' neans an educational review process in
accordance wth the current NARM peer review standards which
includes a certificate of participation docunent.

"Informed consent” neans a docunent that includes, but is

not limted to, disclosure of the mdw fe's education, skil
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level, liability insurance coverage, and witten plan for
medi cal energenci es.

"Mdw fery Mddel of Care" neans a phil osophy of care that
is based on the fact that pregnancy and birth are normal life
processes. The Mdw fery Mddel of Care includes nonitoring
the physical, psychological, and social well-being of the
not her throughout the childbearing cycle; providing the
mother with individualized educati on, counsel i ng, and
prenatal care, continuous hands-on assistance during |abor
and delivery, and post partum support; m ni m zi ng
technol ogical interventions; and identifying and referring

wonen who require obstetrical attention.

Section 15. License required.

(a) Beginning July 1, 2003, no person shall practice
mdwi fery in this State wthout a |license under this Act,
except as provided in Section 20.

(b) No person shall use in connection with the person's
name any letters, words, or insignia indicating or inplying
that the person is a licensed mdwife unless the person is
licensed in accordance with this Act. A person so |licensed
may use the abbreviation "L.M" in connection wth the

person's nane.

Section 20. Exenptions.
(a) Nothing in this Act shall be construed to prohibit
or to require registration under this Act, with regard to:

(1) The gratuitous rendering of services.

(2) The rendering of services by a person if such
attendance is in accordance with the person's religious
faith and 1is rendered to persons with a simlar
religious faith.

(3) Certified nurse mdw ves authorized under the

Advanced Practice Nursing Board to practice in Illinois.
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(4) Licensed physicians or other licensed health
care providers authorized to provide maternity care.
(5 Mdwifery which is included in their program of
study by Certified Professional Mdw fery St udent s
enrolled in progranms of mdw fery training.
(b) Neither the Medical Practice Act of 1987 nor the
Nur si ng and Advanced Practice Nursing Act shall be construed
as prohibiting the practice of mdw fery by persons |icensed

under this Act.

Section 25. Certified Professional Mdw fery Council.
There shall be established, within the Departnent of Public
Health, a Certified Professional Mdw fery Council conposed
of 7 menbers appointed by the Governor. The appoi nted
menbers of the Council shall include 5 Certified Professional
M dwi ves and 2 consuners who shall be previous recipients of
Certified Professional Mdw fery services. O the nenbers
first appointed to the Council, 3 nenbers shall be appointed
for a term of 3 years, 2 nenbers shall be appointed for a

termof 2 years, and 2 nenbers shall be appointed for a term

of one year. Thereafter, all nenbers shall serve 3-year
terms. I n making appointnments to the Council, the Governor
shal | consi der the recomendations of individuals and

organi zations directly involved with Certified Professional
Mdw fery in this State.

A vacancy in an wunexpired termshall be filled in the
same manner as the original appointnent. The Governor may
remove a Council nmenber for msconduct, incapacity, or
neglect of duty, but only after notice and a public hearing,

unl ess the notice and hearing are waived by the nenber in

writing.
The Counci | shal | el ect from its nmenbership a
chai rperson. The Council may neet as needed but shall neet

at least twice a year
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Section 30. Certified Professional Mdw fery Counci
powers. The Certified Professional Mdwfery Council is
aut hori zed to:

(1) Recommend and approve the adoption and revision
of any rules that may be necessary to carry out the
provisions of this Act that are designed to protect the
heal th, safety, and welfare of the public. The rules
shal | include the scope of practice and services provided
r egar di ng t he use of equi pnent, procedures, and
medi cat i ons.

(2) Conduct hearings and disciplinary conferences
upon disciplinary charges of those |icensed as provided
in Section 70 and those in violation of Section 15.

(3) Report to the Departnent, upon conpletion of a
hearing, the disciplinary actions recomended to be taken
agai nst a person violating this Act.

(4) Approve, deny, or wthdraw approval of required

education and continui ng educational prograns.

Section 35. Immunity from suit. The nenbers of the
Council are immune from suit in any action based upon
di sciplinary proceedings or other acts perforned as nenbers
of the Council, except those involving wllful or wanton

m sconduct .

Section 40. Conpensation. Menbers of the Council shal
serve wi thout conpensation, but shall be reinbursed for
actual expenses necessarily incurred in the discharge of

their duties.

Section 45. Powers and duties of the Departnent.
(A) The Departnent shall exercise the powers and duties
necessary for effectuating the purpose of this Act. None of

the functions, powers, or duties of the Departnent, wth
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respect to Ilicensure, shall be exercised by the Departnent
except upon review and approval by the Council.
(B) The Departnent shall have t he authority and
responsibility to:
(1) License individuals who qualify for licensure.
(2) Issue quarterly reports to the Council on the
status of all formal conplaints filed by the Departnent
and on significant issues as determ ned by the Council.
(3) Promulgate rules for licensure of candi dates

aut hori zed to practice under this Act.

Section 50. Eligibility. A person is eligible to be
licensed as a mdwfe if that person neets the follow ng
qualifications:

(1) Has the «credential Certified Pr of essi onal

Mdwi fe (CPM;

(2) Is in good standing wth the North Anmerican

Regi stry of M dw ves (NARV;

(3) Meets or exceeds the certification requirenents

set forth by NARM as of January 1, 2002;

(4) 1Is at least 21 years old;

(5) Participates in Peer Review at |east twice per
year; and

(6) Provides t he Department with an annually

updat ed i nforned consent docunent.

Section 55. Scope of practice; infornmed consent.

(a) Alicensed mdwfe may performany of the mdw fery
services and skills established by the North Anerican
Registry of Mdw ves, including, but not l[imted to,
ant epartum intrapartum and postpartum care of wonen;
newborn assessnent and care of newborns; and well-wonman
gynecol ogy and fam |y pl anni ng.

(b) A copy of the inforned consent docunent, signed and
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dated by the client, nust be kept in each client's chart.

Section 60. Applications for and issuance of |icenses.
A person shall apply to the Director on a form furni shed by
the Departnent for |icensure as a mdw fe. The application
shall be acconpanied by paynent of the specified fee and
evi dence that the person neets the eligibility requirenents

of this Act.

Section 65. Renewals. A mdwfe Ilicense nust be
renewed every 3 years. An applicant for renewal shall submt
to the Departnent the follow ng:

(1) A renewal application on the prescribed form
furni shed by the Departnent.

(2) A renewal fee as prescribed by the Departnent.

Section 70. Fees. The Departnent shall have t he
authority to:
(1) Charge each candidate for licensure a fee to be
submtted with an application.
(2) Charge each licensed mdw fe a fee for renewal

of the |license.

Section 75. Disciplinary action.

(a) A licensed mdwife or applicant for ||icensure,
renewal , or reinstatenent shall not engage in unprofessional
conduct, which includes:

(1) Fraudulently procuring or using a license.

(2) WIllfully mking or filing false reports or
records, willfully inpeding or obstructing the filing of
reports or records, or willfully failing to file required
reports or records in the practice of mdwfery.

(3) Using dishonest or m sleading adverti sing.

(4) Failing to conply wth any related statutes
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during the practice of mdwfery.

(5) Conviction of acrinme related to the practice
of mdw fery as described in this Act.
(6) Failing to provide, in a tinmely manner, copies

of all records of the care provided to a person after a

witten request is received fromthe person who received

care.
(7) Engaging in gross or repeated mal practice.

(b) After a hearing, and upon making a finding of
unprof essional conduct, the Certified Professional Mdw fery
Council shall (i) reprimand the i censed mdw fe or
applicant, (ii) revoke the Ilicense or refuse to issue or
renew a license, or (iii) seek an injunction against the

conti nuati on of the conduct.

Section 80. Penalties. A person who know ngly viol ates
any of the provisions of this Act is guilty of a Cdass A

m sdeneanor.

Section 85. Rei nbursenent. A mdwife licensed to
practice mdwifery is eligible for conpensation as a provider
under the Illinois State Medicaid programand any other third
party reinbursement plan, including Medicare, subject to the

laws of this State and applicable federal |aw

Section 90. Advertising. A person licensed under this
Act may advertise the availability of professional services
in t he public media or on the premses where such
prof essional services are rendered, provided that such

advertising is truthful and not m sl eadi ng.

Section 95. Parents' rights regarding the birth of the
baby. Parents have a right to give birth where and wth whom

t hey choose. This Act does not prohibit the attendance at
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birth of the nother's choice of famly, friends, and other

persons.

Section 100. Denial of liability. Physician liability
for referral or transport of a client by a licensed mdwfe
shall not begin wuntil the <client is in the physician's

physi cal care.

Section 105. Pronmulgation of rules by the Departnent.
By January 1, 2002, the Departnment shall pronul gate rules for

the licensure of Certified Professional M dw ves.

Section 900. The Regulatory Sunset Act is anended by

addi ng Section 4.22 as foll ows:

(5 ILCS 80/4.22 new)
Sec. 4.22. Act repealed on January 1, 2012. The

following Act is repealed on January 1, 2012:

The Certified Professional Mdw fe Licensure Act.

Section 999. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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